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About the Alliance for Safe Online Pharmacies (ASOP Global) 

ASOP Global is a nonprofit organization headquartered in Washington, D.C. with 
projects in the U.S., Canada, Europe, India and Asia.  ASOP Global is dedicated to 
protecting consumers around the world, ensuring safe access to medications, and 

combating illegal online drug sellers and counterfeit medicines.
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The Issue

“If you're selling a drug with the potential for abuse and 
misuse through an online website, you're no longer in the 
business of selling widgets or books...You have a social 
contract to take voluntary steps to help address public-

health challenges.”
– Dr. Scott Gottlieb, Commissioner, US FDA (January 30, 2018)

https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2018/01/30/fda-wants-to-curb-abuse-of-imodium-
the-poor-mans-methadone/
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/to-your-health/wp/2018/01/30/fda-wants-to-curb-abuse-of-imodium-the-poor-mans-methadone/


Cost, Convenience and Access to Care
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Why Is This A Problem?

► Every day, approximately 20 new illegal online 
pharmacy websites go live globally. 

► 3,300 sites sell controlled substances like opioids, 
often without a prescription.

► Online searches for prescription opioids across the 
three major sites found nearly 91% of the first search 
results led users to an rogue online pharmacy.

► A February 2018 study by NABP found of 100 online 
pharmacy websites targeting U.S. consumers, that: 

► 100% were operating illegally;

► 98% were selling Rx drugs without valid prescription;
► 54% offered controlled substances; and
► 40% offered one or more drugs frequently counterfeited 

with fentanyl.

97% of online drug sellers 
operate illegally.
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https://nabp.pharmacy/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Internet-Drug-Report-Feb-2018.pdf


Why Is This A Problem?

►Common violations by illegal drug sellers include:
► Selling falsified, adulterated and unapproved medicines;
► Selling prescription medications without a prescription; and
► Operating with no pharmacy license. 

►Risks of over/under-dosing, drug interactions, adverse events 
and financial fraud. 

►Online drug sellers can make between $1 – 2.5 million in sales 
each month.

►Counterfeiters make 10x more profit than that of illicit drug traders.
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Why Is This A Problem?
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What We Know About U.S. Consumers 

8

Americans are buying prescription medicine online.
►33% have already purchased prescription medicines online for 

themselves or someone under their care

►While only 27% of consumers are very familiar with online pharmacies, a 
majority (55%) has or would consider buying medication online

►88% of people who have purchased prescription drugs online did not 
discuss it with their healthcare provider.

►Those most likely to consider purchasing medications online are those 
who are younger, have higher incomes, and purchase other items online.

ASOP Global 2017 Study 
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Good Work Underway…But More Needs To Be Done
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What To Remember

Verify Before You Buy: 
http://buysaferx.pharmacy/find-a-safe-online-pharmacy/
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The  NABP .Pharmacy Verified Websites Program

►Distinct from verification sites and certification badges: the 
“seal of approval” is built into the website’s URL. Works just 
like a ‘.com’ or ‘.org’. 

►Easy for consumers to spot a legitimate pharmacy: look to 
the right of the dot.

►All online pharmacy websites ending in .PHARMACY have 
met ten core safety standards set by NABP.
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LegitScript’s URL Verification Tool

Check the legitimacy of a website at www.LegitScript.com. 
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1. Type in a URL

2. Get Results



Thank you on behalf of ASOP Global.
www.BuySafeRx.Pharmacy

Matthew Rubin
Advisor to ASOP Global

Advisor, Faegre Baker Daniels Consulting
Matthew.Rubin@FaegreBD.com 
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