
Life-saving safety and driver assistance technologies are often only available on luxury models or sold as 
part of expensive add-on packages that include non-safety-related features, such as lavish moonroofs, 
leather upholstery, and heated seats. Bundling safety systems with non-essential luxury items makes vital 
safety technologies less accessible and a�ordable. Congress should pass a law making it unlawful for 
sellers of optional safety systems to bundle those systems with non-safety-related equipment.

Advanced Driver Assistance Systems
Several novel, sophisticated technologies promise to dramatically improve roadway safety:

Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS) – ADAS are suites of sensors and software that alert drivers to 
potential dangers and, in some cases, automatically steer or brake to mitigate or avoid collisions. Forward 
collision warning and automatic emergency brakes have been shown to reduce injuries associated with 
front-to-rear crashes by 56 percent. Lane departure warnings could reduce single-vehicle, sideswipe, and 
head-on crashes causing injury by 21 percent. Blind-spot detection has been shown to reduce lane-change 
crashes that result in injuries by 23 percent.  

Driver Monitoring – Driver monitoring systems use sensors and cameras to detect a driver’s attentiveness 
and issue alerts prompting the driver to re-engage. Distracted driving claimed an estimated 12,405 lives in 
2021.  Drowsy driving caused 664 deaths that same year.   

Advanced Headlamps – Approximately half of tra�c deaths occur in dark or twilight conditions.  
Innovative headlamp technologies can reduce glare and increase illumination of the roadway.  Vehicles 
with good ratings for visibility in the IIHS headlight test have 19% fewer nighttime single-vehicle crashes 
and 23% fewer nighttime pedestrian crashes than vehicles with poor-rated headlights. 

Automatic Collision Noti�cation – Automatic Collision Noti�cation is a post-crash safety feature that 
automatically calls emergency services in the event of a crash.  NHTSA estimates that such systems can 
reduce fatalities by 1.6 to 3.3 percent annually.

Enhancing Vision – Some vehicles are equipped with cameras, enhancing visibility around the vehicle 
when parking or operating at low speeds.  Such systems can prevent frontover crashes, in which 
pedestrians (typically children) obscured by the blind zone immediately in front of a vehicle are struck.  

Bundles
A 2020 Consumer Reports analysis found that safety systems are often only available on luxury versions of a 
vehicle model or bundled into packages with non-safety-related equipment, making these life-saving 
technologies less accessible and a�ordable for many Americans. Several manufacturers continue to engage in 
this practice, with bundles ranging from a few hundred to thousands of dollars (see Table 1).
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https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/2023-12/anprm-advanced-impaired-driving-prevention-technology-2127-AM50-web-version-12-12-23.pdf
https://www.nhtsa.gov/sites/nhtsa.gov/files/2023-12/anprm-advanced-impaired-driving-prevention-technology-2127-AM50-web-version-12-12-23.pdf
https://www.iihs.org/research-areas/bibliography/ref/2239
https://www.itskrs.its.dot.gov/2021-b01605#:~:text=NHTSA%20Analysis%20Estimates%20that%20Vehicles,to%203.3%20Percent%20per%20Year.
https://advocacy.consumerreports.org/press_release/cr-study-finds-automakers-charging-premium-for-safety/


Congress should pass legislation establishing: 

Brightline requirement – A person o�ering an optional safety system for sale to a �rst purchaser must 
disclose and provide such system for purchase separately from non-safety-related equipment.  

Availability – Ensure that lifesaving features for a vehicle model are available for all vehicles within that 
model.   

Enforcement – Grant the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and state attorneys general the authority to 
enforce a violation of the Act. After at least one Notice of Penalty O�enses, the FTC can seek civil penalties 
up to $50,120 per violation.
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