July 22, 2025

The Honorable Donald J. Trump
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump,

On behalf of the undersigned organizations and advocates, we write to implore you to
rescind the unlawful attempted removal of the Democratic Commissioners at the Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC). On May 8§, 2025, Commissioners Richard Trumka and
Mary T. Boyle received an email from the White House purporting to terminate their positions at
the CPSC.! While Commissioner Alexander Hoehn-Saric did not receive such an email, he is
being prevented from executing his duties.? This unprecedented action against our nation’s
longstanding watchdog of household product safety is in direct contravention of the letter and
spirit of the law, runs afoul of decades of Supreme Court precedent, and threatens to cripple the
CPSC’s ability to protect the American public from unreasonable risks of injury or death
associated with consumer products.

During the Nixon administration, Congress established the CPSC as an independent
federal agency led by five bipartisan Commissioners exclusively charged with overseeing the
safety of household consumer products. Since then, members of Congress from both parties have
supported the role of an independent, bipartisan CPSC. By law, CPSC Commissioners must be
mission-driven and subject matter experts with a “background and expertise in areas related to
consumer products and protection of the public from risks to safety.”®> No more than three of the
Commissioners can be affiliated with the same political party and Commissioners may only be
removed by the President “for neglect of duty or malfeasance in office but for no other cause.”*

The statutory threshold for removal has not been satisfied. All three fired Commissioners
have faithfully fulfilled their lawful duties to save lives and prevent injuries. During the Biden
administration, the CPSC finalized over fifty vital product safety rules and standards, including
banning crib bumpers and establishing standards for adult portable bed rails, mattress
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flammability, and infant sleep products.® In Fiscal Year 2024, the Commission actively
facilitated the establishment of 26 voluntary safety standards and negotiated and implemented
333 recalls involving 41 million products.® Further, the CPSC screened millions of e-commerce
listings, facilitated the removal of over 53,000 recalled or banned products, and conducted
approximately 1,000 inspections, surveillance efforts, and recall effectiveness checks to ensure
compliance with product safety laws.’

The attempted firings are not for cause. The emails received by Commissioners Trumka
and Boyle merely state that “[o]n the behalf of President Donald J. Trump, I am writing to
inform you that your position on the Consumer Product Safety Commission is terminated
effective immediately.” No neglect of duty was cited. No malfeasance was alleged.

Ninety years ago, the Supreme Court affirmed that the Constitution does not grant the
President the power to ignore congressionally established guardrails and fire expert
commissioners of independent agencies. In Humphrey's Executor v. United States, the Court
ruled that it is “plain under the Constitution that illimitable power of removal is not possessed by
the President in respect of officers” of independent agencies.® Congress does indeed have the
power to establish fixed terms by which CPSC Commissioners will serve and “forbid their
removal except for cause.”’

This unlawful effort to dismantle the leadership and bipartisanship of the CPSC will
significantly undermine the Agency’s ability to protect the health and safety of the American
people through the creation of strong safety standards, recalls of hazardous products, and
educational campaigns. Diverse perspectives improve safety. Silencing the voices of subject
matter experts with whom you politically disagree would have a chilling effect on the CPSC’s
functions. The Agency’s safety standards, enforcement actions, consumer education campaigns,
data collection initiatives, and recall processes could all suffer. Further, the remaining CPSC
Commissioners may only be able to perform the “transaction of business” for six months. '°
Under current law, if only two members are serving on the CPSC because of vacancies, those
two Commissioners constitute a quorum for six months.!!
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We urge you to reverse course and ensure that Commissioners Hoehn-Saric, Trumka, and
Boyle are reinstated to serve the remainder of their statutorily granted terms. Your
administration’s prioritization of consumer and product safety can protect American families
against preventable deaths and injuries.

Respectfully,
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